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CHAPTER XLIV.
Morris appealed to for political advice. Question of the constitutionality of the Louisiana purchase. Letter to Robert Livingston. Letter to James Parish. Letter to Mr. Tracy. Discusses the cession of Louisiana. Entertains M. and Madame Jerome Bonaparte. Duel between Burr and Hamilton. Goes to Hamilton's death-bed. Stays with him. until he expires. The duel occasions much excitement in New York. Morris pronounces the funeral oration.
A LTHOUGH Morris lived tranquilly at Morrisania /JL this winter, the sound of the political battle reached him in various ways, but particularly was the quiet of his life invaded by urgent appeals from his friends at Washington for his views and counsel on the questions of the moment; his friends in the Government not being willing that his experience in diplomatic and political affairs should go for naught in his own country.
The question of the constitutionality of the Louisiana purchase was agitating a portion of the community during the autumn of 1803 ; and, in answer to a question from Mr. Henry W. Livingston, relative to the purposes of the framers of the Constitution on this point, Morris replied as follows, under date of November 25th :
" It is not possible for me to recollect with precision all that passed in the Convention while we were framing the Constitution; and, if I could, it is most probable that .4 meaning may have been conceived from incidental expressions different from that which they were intended to convey, and very different from the fixed opinions of theield, Morris reached Morrisania on November i4th.age was almost impracticable, owing to the lowness of the water, and in parts the sea ran so high as to greatly alarm my ship's company, was dangerous and exciting. Mr. Brevoort was frightened even to roaring, (and, when he got on shore, declared hel, I think, perceive the bent of it fromr. Monroe, because he and I are not on such terms of intimacy as to ask his care              !here, but there was no discussion. Here, on the contrary, everything is discussed, and, as a consequence, answers have to be made extempore to fit the arguments of the opponent. Stenographers busy themselves taking notes of all that is said, and then hand over to the printers, as best they can, all they have thus collected. I thought I ought to give you this explanation so as to keep you posted. We recommend ourselves always to your indulgence.sand regards on my part to M. de Lafayette, and that you will be persuaded of the respect and of the attachment with which I have the honor to be, etc.I consent; for I will not, by means of a noisy lawsuit, appear to be exalting myself at the expense of M. de Lafayette's reputation. T therefore ask you, sir, to close this matter, so that it be never spoken of again. I beg of you, also, to prevent the details Just confided to you from coming before the public.ee that com-
